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fa?ut}jza Claus To The
World’s Children

By A Stafi Reporter

MR HENRY RICHARDSON LAB-
== QUISSE, 62, does not sport a
| white, fluffy beard nor a rich fur cap,
{but he may aptly be called Santa
! Claus .by the children of the yorld.
'For us Executive Director of UNICEF,
children's welfare is his mission; 1t 18
also a passion with him.

Mr. Lahouisse joined U\IICEF qniy
in March last year after a dusn_ngmsh-
ed cureer in the ULS, Civil Service and
work with several international orga-
nisations. DBut within this short dura-
tion he has' besn able to implemeat
programme for expansion of its aclivi-
ties  particularly in  developing
countifes.

UNICEF's totzl income has gone up
by $3 million to $26 million this year.
Mr. Labouisse is, of couwrse, not con-
tent with this; he has fixed a tavget of
§£50 million by 1969,

He is a greedy man, one may say,
but he does not mind being thus label-
led, for he is a man workinz for a
good cause.

He has asked the Excecutive Board
of UNICEF to appeal to member Gov-
ernments to increase their contribu-

tions,

More Funds

“Eighty per cent. of our funds come
from Governmenis and the rest from
the private scctor,” he said in an in-
terview in New Delhi on Wednesday,

UNICEF  is unique amoeng interna-

tional organisations in that contribu- |

tions by Governments and individuals |
are entirely veluntary. o

“No, we are not cramped by limi- |
tations of finance,” he said, “but if |
we have more funds we can spand them
usefully and without any administra-
tive ditficulty."

India is the larzest single bencficiary
of UNICEF ‘assistance which totalled
S6 million this year, including $2 mil-
lion for programme of applied nutri-
tion.

“We don't, run any project oursel-
ves,” Mr. Labouisse said. “We only
assist them with funds, equipment and
vehicles.”

In India UNICEF has assisted pro-
jects of hecalth and medical education
and child feedings, safe water supply
in selected areas, milk conservation,
vocational training for boys and girls,
and rehahilitation of physically handi-
capped and blind children.

It has given help in programmes of
eradication of malaria and control of
smallpox, tuberculesis, goitre, trachoma
and leprosy.

UNICEF aims at long-term profects
designed to .protesi the child against
hunger, diszase and neglect and help
its mental and physical development so
that it can play a more effective role
in society when it grows up.

But UNICEF also sponsers certain
short-term . projects like supply of
skimmed ‘milk powder to needy child-
ren.  During: his three-week wisit, Mr.
Labouisse will see how UNICEF can
help India in its present situation.

| First Visit

This 1s Mi. Labouisse’s first visit to
India. His scheduled trip in Octobel
last year had to be cancelled becaus
of the IndosPakistani fighting and he
returned home after visiting ‘B}aﬂgnd.
Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philippines.

My, Labouisse, born in New Orieans.
Louisiana (U.S.A.), started his carcet

istration, the forerunner of the Aeency
for International Development,

From 1934 to 1958 he was Director
of U.N. relicf work for Palesting re-
fugees. In 1959 he was invited to serve
as consultant to the International Pank
for Reconstruction and Development,
A year later he wos special assistant
to Mr. Dzg Hammarskjoeld in mobi-
lising experis for Congo. He became
Executive Director of UNICEF on
March 8, 1965,

_Set up in 1946 for helping the child
victims of the Second World War in
Eurepe the organisation was converts
ed in 1950 from cmergency aid 1o pro-
grammes for (_:hiidren's welfare in deve-
loping countrics. Three years later its
name was shortened from United
Nations International Children's Em-
ergency  Fund to  United Nations
Children’s Fund though the ahbrevia-
tion, UNICEF, remains,

Mrs, Labouisse, Eve Denisz Curie,
daughter of Pierre and Marie Curie,
discoverers of radium, is a lecturer and
author, Does she assist him in his
work in UNICEF ? 1 asked. *“Yes
by being an understanding, able and
intelligent  wife,” remarked  Mr.
Labouisse.
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AR HENRY RICHARDSON LAB-
% QUISSE, 62, does not sport a
(wbiw. fiulfy beard nor a rich fur cap,
{but he may aptly be called Santa
Claus by thé children of the world
For as Executive Director of I_JNI(;EIE".
children's welfare is his mission; it
also o passion with hiar.

Mr. Labouisse joined UNLICEF only
in March last year after a distinguish-
ed career in the U.S. Civil Service and
wark with several international orga-
nisations. Dut within this short dura-
tion he has been able to implement
programme for expansion of its activi-
ties particularly  in  developing
countries.

UNICEF's totzl income has gone up
by $3 million 1o 536 million this year.
Mr. Labouisse is, of course, not con-
tent with this; he has fixed a target of
§50 million by [969.

He is ‘a gieedy man, one may say,
but he does not mind being thus label-
led, for he is a man working for a
good cause,

Fle has asked the Exccutive Board
of UNICEF to appeal to member Gov-
eraments to increase their contrbu-
tions.

More Funds

“Eighty pet cent. of our funds come
from Governments and the rest from

the private sector,” he said in an in-
terview in New Delhi on Wednesday.

UNICEF i3 unique among interna-
tional organisations in that co_n‘tribu-;
tions by Governments and indlvlduahj
ere entrely veluntary.

“No, we are not cramped by limi- |
tations of finance,” he said, “but if
we have more- funds we can spend them |
usefully and without any administra-
tive ditficuity.” i

India is the largest single beneficiary
of UNICEF assistance which totalled
§6 million this year, including $2 mil-
lion for programme of applied nutri-
tion.

“We don't, run any project oursel-
ves,” Mr. Labpuisse said, “‘We only
nssist them with funds, equipment and
vehicles.”

In India UNICEF has assisted pro-
jects of heoalth and medical education
and child fegdings, safe water supply
in selected areas, milk conservation,
vocational training for boys and girls,
and rehabilitation of physically handi-
capped and blind children.

It has miven help in programmas of
eradication of malaria and control of
smallpox, tuberculosis, goitre, trachoma
and leprosy,

UNICEF aims a1 leng-term projects
designed 1o .protect the child against
hunger, diszase and neglect and help
its mental and physical development so
that it can play 2 more efJective role
in sociely when it grows up.

But UNICEF also sponsors certain
short-term . projects like supply ol
skimmed 'milk powder to needy child-
ten,  Dufing his three-waek wvisit, Mr.
Labouisse will see how UNICEF can
heip India in its present situation.

'First Visit

This 15 Mt Labouisse's first visit to
India. His scheduled trip in Octobe:
last year had to be cancelled becaus
of the Indo#Pakistani fighting and he
returned home sfter visiting T{}a[l:and.
Malaysia, Taiwan and the Philippines.

My, Labouisse, born in New Orleans.
Louisiara (U.S.A.), staried his careas
2% = Wmwyeroand i 194] joined the
U.S. Civil Service. He was one of
the principal architeéts of the Mus-
shal Plan and was in charge of it

istration, the forerunner of the Aszency
for Internaticnal Development.

From 1954 to 1953 he was Director
of UN. relicf work for Palesting re-
fugees. In 1959 he was invited to serve
as consultant to the Internetional Bank
for Reconstruction and Development,
A year later he was special assistant
to Mr, Dag Hammarskjeeld in mobi-
lising experis for Congo. He became
Executive Director of UNICEF on
March 8, 1965,

Set up in 1946 for helping the child

victims of the Second World War in
Europe the organisation was convert-
ed in 1950 from emergency aid to pro-
grammes for children's welfare in deve-
foping countrics, Three years later its
name  was shortened from  United
Nations International Children's Em-
ergency  Fund  to  United Nations
Children's Fund though the abbreyia-
tion, UNICEF, remains.

Mrs. Labouisse, Eve Deniss Curig,
daughter of Pierre and Merie Curig,
discoverers of radium, is a leciurer and
auther, Does she assist him in his
work in UNICEF? 1 asked. “Yes
by being an understanding, able and
intelligent  wife,”  remarked  Mr.

Labouisse.
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operations in Europe. i
Later he was appointad Director of
the Internationa) Co-cperation Admin-
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